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PROTECTED  BIRDS  IN  PENNSYLVANIA 

What  birds  are  protected  in  Pennsylvania? 

All  wild  birds  are  protected  in  Pennsylvania  except  the  English 
sparrow,  European  starling  and  the  monk  parakeet. 

How  are  wild  birds  protected? 

Both  state  and  federal  laws  provide  penalties  for  anyone  shooting 
at,  killing  or  possessing  protected  birds,  including  songbirds,  hawks, 
eagles  and  owls.  In  addition,  the  Pennsylvania  Game  Law  provides  penal- 
ties for  shooting  at  or  killing  game  birds  except  in  regular  open  season 
for  hunting.  It  is  illegal  at  any  time  to  possess  or  to  interfere  with 
the  nest  or  eggs  of  any  game  bird  or  other  protected  bird. 

District  Game  Protectors  throughout  the  state  enforce  these  laws. 
They  are  often  assisted  by  other  law  enforcement  officers  such  as  State 
Police,  who  have  equal  powers  to  arrest  and  prosecute  anyone  who  violates 
the  Game  Law. 

There  are  many  refuges  and  bird  sanctuaries  throughout  Pennsylvania. 
The  Game  Commission  has  12,149  acres  in  wildlife  refuges  and  propagation 
areas  on  state-owned  land,  which  may  only  be  entered  under  special 
conditions.  Perhaps  the  most  famous  of  these  is  the  Pymatuning  Refuge 
covering  2,500  acres  of  water  and  another  713  acres  of  land.  Many 
species  of  waterfowl  feed,  rest  and  nest  there  on  their  flights  north 
and  south.  Many  sportsmen's  organizations  and  bird  clubs  also  main- 
tain private  refuges. 

Are  there  any  birds  in  danger  of  extinction  in  Pennsylvania? 

With  modern  laws,  protection  given  to  wild  birds  and  sound  wild- 
life management  practices,  it  is  unlikely  that  any  wild  species  found 
in  Pennsylvania  will  soon  be  exterminated.  Some  birds,  such  as  the 
raven,  peregrine  falcon  and  bald  eagle — our  national  emblem — are  no 
longer  as  plentiful  in  the  state  as  they  once  were.  All  birds  must 
have  certain  conditions — primarily  food  and  shelter--if  they  are  to 
survive.  Some  need  large,  undisturbed  areas.  When  man  has  destroyed 
these  conditions,  either  accidentally  or  on  purpose,  birds  cannot  sur- 
vive. Such  loss  of  habitat,  complicated  by  damaging  pesticides,  elim- 
inated breeding  peregrines  in  the  East,  but  things  are  looking  better 
and  we  have  been  able  to  re-introduce  a few  of  these  birds. 
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